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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 1 1 , lines 1 6, 
recite, "cross connect unit of said clock unit". It appears that there is a typographical 
error. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kremer (US 
Patent No. 5,406,401). 

Regarding claim 24, Kremer discloses network transmission system, shown in 
Fig. 1 , comprising: 

detecting said plurality of substantially contemporaneous faults by node itself that 
is experiencing said faults (it is inherent that the fault is detected by the node 
experiencing the fault); 

preparing isolation information (i.e., switching information) into an instruction 
signal according to said plurality of substantially contemporaneous faults, wherein said 
node experiencing and detecting said faults prepares said isolation information itself 
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(Kremer discloses request and acknowledgement for switching action, see col. 3, lines 
1-20); 

providing said isolation information to at least one of a plurality of adjacent 
network nodes (see col. 3, lines 1-20, the overhead signal containing isolation 
(switching) instruction is transmitted within the network comprising of nodes, see Fig. 1); 
and 

switching said transmission lines based upon said instruction signal so that 
said synchronous multiplex signals may be transmitted to either of said transmission 
lines properly (see col. 4, lines 41-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kremer 
(US Patent No. 5,406,401) in view of Bala et al (US Patent No. 6,272,154). 

Regarding claim 11, Kremer discloses network transmission system, shown in 
Fig. 1, comprising: 

transmitters and receivers (Fig. 2 shows signal coming into the node and signal 
going out of the node, therefore there must be transmitter and receiver in the node to 
transmit and receive the signal); 
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cross connect unit (i.e., switch) which switches the output signal (see col. 3, lines 
35-65); 

equipment supervision unit (since fault is monitored, therefore there must be an 
equipment supervision unit to monitor condition of the lines); and 

wherein responsive to detection of a condition in which obstacles (i.e., failure) 
have occurred in more than one group in at least either of said cross connect unit or 
said clock, said equipment supervision unit comprised in the transmission apparatus 
having said obstacles creates optical transmitter output isolation instruction information 
in order to isolate said transmission apparatus itself in which obstacles have occurred in 
more than one group in at least either of said cross connect unit or said clock unit, from 
said network (see col. 7, lines 67-68 to col. 8, lines 1-12, Kremer discloses isolation 
(squelching) of the node in the event of failure; it would have been obvious that there 
exist transmitter to output such instruction; furthermore, switching function of the cross 
connect can be considered as response to detection of a condition in which obstacles 
have occurred). 

Kremer differ form this claim in that Kremer does not specifically disclose clock 
unit that supplies clock to the cross connect unit. However, Bala et al teach the use of 
clock for the cross connect unit (see col. 16, lines 52-55 and col. 18, lines 4-9). Since it 
is well known to use clock unit for cross connect, as evidenced by Bala et al, therefore it 
would have been obvious to provide clock unit for the cross connect of Kremer in order 
to control timing of the cross connect. The motivation of providing clock unit to the 
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cross connect is to provide an accurate regulation of switching data signal to a different 
transmission lines. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-10 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dalzid Singh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3029. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571 ) 272-3022. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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